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1.- Abstract
The agrarian movement has been an important historical subject in the agriculture during the 20th century in Catalonia. In the case of the Camp of Tarragona, it has been especially important as it is a countryside territory. But its historical study has not been free from controversy since its origins are not clear. It is said that the wealthy landowners were the ones who had initiated the agrarian syndicalism. However, this idea is quite controversial if someone considers the revolutionary history in the first decades in Catalonia. Considering this historical conflicting background, the theme to analyze is how the environmental concern inside the Camp of Tarragona agrarian movement has evolved during the last century taking into account the political, social and economic context in each different period of time. This study is going to clarify the polemic ideological beginning of the Camp of Tarragona agrarian movement and study the environmental concern of it in each different period.  
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2.- Description of the project
In the last years of the 19th century and the first ones of the 20th century, the countryside association movement appeared through Europe. It was a new phenomenon, closely related with the effects of the turn of the century agrarian crisis, but it was not a conjuncture issue. On the contrary, it was the starting of a period which lasted all the 20th century, where the organization of the economical interests and the rural sociability moved in different parameters than the traditional society. The agrarian unions and the agrarian cooperatives became one of the vertebral main line of the agrarian society and consequently they became a new historical subject fundamental for understanding its dynamics (J. Planas, 2003). The approximation to the agrarian movement phenomenon is not an easy issue due to two reasons: firstly, because it is composed of a considerable diversity of groups (unions, agrarian chambers, cooperatives, professional associations, guilds, etc.) with a strong local character and, in the case of Catalonia, with a weak territorial articulation. Secondly, because the statistics sources for knowing it in its whole dimension and for treating it in an aggregative way are deficient. For this reason, it is essential to have works based in empirical basis and micro historic character, which can provide a more accurate interpretation of their nature, their scope and their consequences for the rural society (J. Planas, 2003). 
Most of the Spanish State agrarian movement during the first decades of the 20th century had confessional character. This is the reason why the main historical contributions were focus on the catholic-agrarian syndicalism (J.C. Castillo, 1979). In the seventies, studies appeared which gave the first interpretation guideline saying that the agrarian syndicalism was a tool of the contra revolutionary band and had contributed to maintain the hegemony of the large property inside the rural society. In the Spanish State political context of those days, the accent putted in the peasant’s political subordination minimized the attention to the appropriated cooperativism aspects of the syndicalism. This interpretation changed years after, giving attention to the contribution of the agrarian cooperativism to the economic growth (syndicalism as an instrument of agricultural modernization) and the reproduction of the small peasant’s exploitations.  Thus the cooperative services were adequate to the economical interests of the small familiar exploitation, and also it had been pointed out the avoidance of some big properties to the catholic syndicalism (S. Garrido, 1996). This historiography debate is still not closed. 
In Catalonia, the landowners had initiated the agrarian syndicalism rather than the catholic’s initiative, as it happened in the Spanish State. In this context, there had been many examples were some agrarian cooperatives or unions had been identified with conservationist ideology and its political forces. This was not contradictory with the aim to increase the economical and social aspects of the agriculture.

 The aim of this study is to analyze the environmental concern of the agrarian movement born in the beginning of the 20th century in the Camp of Tarragona, which is a territorial division of Catalonia characterized by a strong agrarian movement. The environmental concern refers to how aware they were about the environmental needs in agriculture, if their claims really considered environmental problems such as land contamination and how they dealt with them, if they were aware of the importance of a “sustainable” way of harvesting due to their experience, how they managed with the common property experiences and so on. This study is also going to identify the characteristics of the agrarian movement in the Camp of Tarragona, i.e., its ideology and the political perspective it had.        

The theoretical framework of the project is based on:
- The evolution of the environmental concern of the Camp of Tarragona agricultural movement which is reflected in their claims (i.e. which implies analyzing their claims considering different types of environmental discourses and divisions ( cult of wilderness/ eco-efficiency/environmentalism of the poor)  
- The analysis of the Agricultural Unions and Organizations environmental claims and the context (i.e. which implies to analyses the political situation, the social concern related to the environment, not only in the concrete territory but also in the Spanish State; different forms of production, property and exchange during the last century, try to identify their ideology and compare it with the historical struggle related with the origins of the agrarian movement in the Spanish State).
The research project: places, time, and topics
The place chosen for the study is the Camp of Tarragona, which is a territorial division, located in the south of Catalonia, composed by 5 comarques (which are another kind of territorial division): Conca de Barberà, Alt Camp, Baix Camp, Tarragonès and Priorat. 
The period of time chosen for the study is from 1906 to nowadays (2010). In Spanish State, the starting of the cooperativism movement took place as a consequence of the approbation of the Unions Law in 1906. Before this, the development of the agrarian associationism had been weak, even inexistent. 

My research questions are:

· How has the agricultural movement’s environmental concern evolutionated over the last century?
· How has this environmental concern evolution been related with the political, economical and social historical processes of the Camp of Tarragona? Has it been related with different forms of production, properties or exchange? 
· Was it true that most of the agrarian Catalan movement was related with the conservationist ideology and their political forces? How had this issue influenced its environmental concern?
3.- Objectives of the project
General objective: to analyze the evolution and changes of the environmental concern of the Agricultural Unions and Organizations in the Camp of Tarragona from 1906 to nowadays. 
Specific objective 1: to analyze the relation between the environmental concern evolution and shifts in the political, economic and social context.
Specific objective 2: to analyze the ideology of the different agrarian organizations and how influenced to their environmental concern.
4.- Methodologies 
Firstly, it is necessary to focus on the review of the history of the agrarian movement in Spanish State in order to understand the divergent historical opinions related to the character of the defended interests (agrarian movement as a contra revolutionary tool to beneficiate the big properties vs. agrarian movement as a way to potentiate small familiar exploitation’s interests). The theoretical positions of J. J. Castillo and the contraposition of J. M. Arribas and S. Garrido will be analyzed. These historical views will contribute to understand the context in Catalonia and more concretely in the Camp of Tarragona, which will be understood by reading the papers about local experiences in the agrarian movement of the Camp of Tarragona. 
Then, I will investigate every organization I had found in the Arxiu Històric de Tarragona (Tarragona Historical Archive). Thankfully to the Civil Govern register of the Associations between 1849-1982, I can have a lot of information of every association, for instance, the president and the most relevant people of each one. I will find the information of the associations from 1982 until now in the Town Council Archive from Tarragona. I will try to get in contact with the leaders or affiliates from each association or maybe with their family in order to know more about them. I will do personal interviews asking about him/her organization and its environmental concern. I will ask for material of the organization (leaflets, posters, minutes of meeting and so on). 
I will also do surveys among the people of the agricultural villages in order to identify which ones were the main organizations and their environmental claims. Another source will be a Focus Group discussion with the most relevant agricultural union’s old leaders in order to know their interest in environmental issue and how their organization dealt with this issue. I will also do an interview with two teachers from the Rovira and Virgili University from Tarragona, one is from Geography and the other from History Departments. They are really experts in the issue.   
5.- Expected results
I would expect to find different environmental concern depending on the period of time and the ideology of the cooperative or the agrarian union. In the beginning of the 20th century, in the left-wing agrarian movement maybe the claims were more related with a collective right to use the land, and in the right catholic wing maybe they were focus in the introduction of tools in order to manage a more productive agriculture. In the middle of the century, I would expect claims more related with increasing the productivity of the crops (in connection with the Green Revolution) in both wings. And nowadays the increasing of the ecologic/sustainable production without GMO’s would be the main aspects to claim by the agrarian movement.   
 
6.- Sources 

For doing the project, I will use both primary and secondary sources.
Primary sources

[1] Arxiu Historic de Tarragona (Tarragona’s Public Historical Record Office): it is the municipal building where there are many primary information related with the study.
[1.1] Association’s Register (1962-1989) of the Civil Government source from the Spanish State Administration Source: All the registered associations in the Tarragona’s Province from 1862 to 1989 are available in this source. There are a lot of information of each association, the most relevant for the case of study are the counts and economic balances of mostly all the associations, the names and directions of the Directive Junta, their home addresses, the expedients done by the police related to their politico-social criminal records and the conduct of their members, some associations have a list of their members and authorisations to do the meetings or to continue their activity after the Spanish Civil War. 
[1.2] Justice Source: there are the justice expedients and the information of the courts done in the Province of Tarragona. There is the Tarragona’s Province High Court of Political Responsibilities from 1901-1945 and the Tarragona’s Court and Renau and Vespella del Gaià Peace Courts. 
[1.3] Institutions Source: There is all the expedients, statements, meeting records, certificates and so on of each institutional organism: the Agrarian Chamber of the Tarragona’s Province from 1806 to 1944; the Agrarian local Chamber of the Tarragona’s Comarca from 1939 to 1994; the Official Syndicalism Chamber of Tarragona from 1944-1983.

[1.4] Associations and Foundations Sources: the Syndicalism Comarcal House of Falset from 1942 to 1977; the National Centre of Trade Unions from 1940 to 1977; the “Germandat Sindical de Pagesos i Ramaders de Renau (Association union of peasants from Renau) from 1939 to 1976; Rural home of the Youth Front from the 1940 to 1970; Communist Movement of Catalonia from 1963 to 1991; Land Defending Movement from 1984 to 1991; Agricultural Union of Renau from 1937 to 1938; Agrarian Unions of Catalonia and Youth peasants from Tarragona from 1977 to 1989.  
[2] Interview with two teachers from the Rovira and Virgili University from Tarragona, one is from Geography and the other from History Departments. They are really experts in the agrarian movement in the Camp of Tarragona in the last century.
[3] The results of the surveys done among the people of the agricultural villages 
[4] Focus Group discussion with the most relevant agricultural union’s old leaders

[5] Interviews with two teachers experts in the issue from the Rovira and Virgili University from Tarragona
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